
Routledge — an imprint of Taylor & Francis Books — is committed to publishing quality
social science books and journals across the world, catering to the highest standards of academic excellence.

outledge India Originals
making ideas travel worldwide



A
b

o
u

t th
e b

o
o

k

C
o

n
te

n
ts

This exciting volume offers a genuinely cross-cultural study of the 
museum today. Its methodological and theoretical interest 

reaches far beyond the South Asian context. 
— James Clifford

University of California, Santa Cruz

Historically astute, empirically rich and theoretically informed, 
the essays in this collection expand our understanding of what 

constitutes a museum … [T]his volume encourages us to rethink 
India’s colonial past and the intersections of peoples and objects 

which have always made the museum a space of surprising 
encounters.

— Annie E. Coombes
Birkbeck College, University of London

This book offers a new perspective on the dynamic history of the 
museum as a cultural institution. Turning to the history and theory 
of the museum in South Asia, it traces for the first time its origin in 
the region as a tool of colonialism, its adoption as a vehicle of 
sovereignty in the nationalist movement, and its multifarious roles 
as a contemporary global form. Addressing themes within the 
museum such as alterity, spectatorship, curatorship, and display, 
the authors explore the way these invariably intersect with larger 
issues of democracy, citizenship, religion, nationalism, and 
capitalism. The volume provides fresh insights into the museum in 
South Asia and situates it within a broader global field.

The work will prove indispensable to scholars, researchers as well 
as professionals in museums and museum studies and allied areas 
of public culture, art and art history, sociology, social anthropology, 
and modern South Asia.

Saloni Mathur is Associate Professor of Art History at the 
University of California, Los Angeles.

Kavita Singh is Professor of Visual Studies at the School of Arts and 
Aesthetics, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.
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