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Museum number/ID-Nr.: V A 29141
Item: Tocapu band, fragment
Provenience: Ica
Culture: Inca, 1450-1550 AD
Size: 35,5 x 15,3 cm
Material/technique: The fragment is part of a 

tocapu band from an Inca tunic, with a series of 
designs inscribed within squares. It is finely woven 
in interlocked tapestry and it has 2S cotton warp 
and 2S camelid fiber wefts. The thread count is 14 
warps x 80 wefts per cm. Some of the designs have 
curved lines, which are woven with eccentric wefts. 

Collector: Wilhelm Gretzer
Year of acquisition: 1907
Bibliography: Similar to: Frame, Mary in Makowski, 

Krzysztof, 2010, p. 260.

Museum number/ID-Nr.: V A 29295
Item: Tocapu fragment
Provenience: Ica
Culture: Inca, 1450-1550 AD
Size: 16 x 30 cm
Material/technique: The tocapu fragment includes a 

part of a side seam from an Inca-style tunic, with 
the typical figure-8 stitching. It was made of finely 
woven tapestry, created on an upright loom (warp 
horizontal in photo) and has 2S cotton warps and 
2S camelid fiber wefts. The thread count is 16 
warps x 90 wefts per cm. Each tocapu is 3,2 x 3,2 
cm. The fragment is from a tunic – either a very 
wide tocapu band or maybe even from a tunic all 
covered with tocapu, the type to be worn by the 
Inca king. The distribution of the tocapu designs is 
unusual.

Collector: Wilhelm Gretzer	
Year of acquisition: 1907
Bibliography: none
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Museum number/ID-Nr.: V A 19954
Item: Feather textile
Provenience: Chimbote
Culture: Inca, 1450-1550 AD
Size: 32 x 24 cm
Material/technique: The textile fragment 

with feather designs of stepped diamonds, 
appears similar to an Inca waistband tunic. 
It is composed of a plain weave 2S cotton 
fabric with rows of feathers tied with cotton 
yarns into feather fringes that are stitched 
onto the ground fabric (see pp. 48, 62, & 63). 

Collector: Arthur Baessler
Year of acquisition: 1900
Bibliography: none

Museum number/ID-Nr.: V A 60274
Item: Feather tunic (fragment)
Provenience: Around Lima
Culture: Inca, 1450-1550 AD 
Size: 60 x 80 cm
Material/technique: Half restored (for 

exhibition purposes) this feather textile is 
the front half of a feather tabard. The base 
material is a plain weave, S cotton fabric. On 
top of this textile are feather patterns created 
with stitched-on lengths of tied feather 
fringes (see pp. 48, 62, & 63), and appliquéed 
fur patches (deer or pampas hare) in a 
step-fret pattern. Below is a wave design in 
feathers. 

Collector: Wilhelm Gretzer
Year of acquisition: 1907
Bibliography: Published in: Bjerregaard, Lena, 

2009, pp. 224-225.
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Museum number/ID-Nr.: V A 21584
Item: Feather ornament for a miniature 

figure
Provenience: Pachacamac
Culture: Inca, 1450-1550 AD
Size: 16,5 x 12,5 cm
Material/technique: The miniature 

feathered headdress is woven in plain 
weave 2S camelid fiber. The thread count 
is 5 warps x 30 wefts per cm. A 2-cm-
wide fringe of brownish-colored camelid 
is added at the bottom. The feathers are 
tied into fringes and stitched onto the 
base textile. The headdress has a braided 
2S camelid fiber string for tying.

Collector: Arthur Baessler
Year of acquisition: 1900
Bibliography: Published in: Kurella, Doris 

and Castro, Inés de, 2013, p. 311.
Similar to: King, Heidi, 2012, p. 83.
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Museum Number: V A 4577
Item: Tunic
Provenience: Ancon
Culture: Colonial, probably late 16th century
Size: 82 cm x 73 cm
Material/ technique: A tunic with tocapu 

designs in the waistband and throughout 
the garment. It has 3S cotton warps and 
2S camelid fiber wefts. The thread count 
is 11 warps x 50 wefts per cm. One side 
of the tunic is red (probably cochineal 
dye) and the other side is blue (probably 
indigo). The technique is tapestry and 
the tunic is woven as one panel, having 
the warp horizontal when worn. Traces of 
imported silk embroidery clearly indicates 
that this tunic was made (or at least used) 
after the conquest. Traces of embroidery 
are along the bottom of the tunic on 
the blue side and scattered between the 
tocapu designs on both sides. 

Collector: José Mariano Macedo
Year of acquisition: 1884
Bibliography: Published in: Tax, Sol and 

Bennet, Wendell, 1951.
Disselhoff, Hans Dietrich and Linné, 

Sigvald, 1961, p. 225.
Pillsbury, Joanne, 2002, p. 90, fig. 26.
Phipps, Elena, et al., 2004, pp. 167-168.
Kurella, Doris and Castro, Inés de, 2013, 

p. 258.
Bjerregaard, Lena in Peltz, Uwe and 

Zorn, Olivia, eds., 2009, p. 151.
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Museum number/ID-Nr.: V A 8840
Item: Tunic
Provenience: Cuzco
Culture: Colonial, late 1500 AD
Size: 79 x 62 cm
Material/technique: The tunic is all 2S camelid 

fiber, and the thread count is 9 warps x 10-22 
wefts per cm. The white background has the 
least number of wefts per cm; the tocapus 
along the waistband and lower edge have 
the highest count. The technique is tapestry. 
The tunic is woven in one panel and has the 
warp horizontal when worn.

Collector: Donna Maria Centeno	
Year of acquisition: 1889
Bibliography: Published in: Young-Sánchez, 

Margaret and Simpson, Fronia W., 2006, p. 
256.

Published in: Kurella, Doris and Castro, 
Inés de, 2013, p. 33.

Museum number/ID-Nr.: V A 16618
Item: Tunic
Provenience: unknown
Culture: Inca-Colonial, 1500-1600 AD
Size: 94 x 73 cm
Material/technique: This highly unusual tunic 

with geometric and figurative designs has 
3Z cotton warps and 2S camelid fiber wefts. 
The thread count is 9 warps x 40 wefts per 
cm. It is finely woven in tapestry and as one 
panel, with the warp horizontal when worn. 
The motifs were woven standing up but lie 
on their side in the finished tunic. This is very 
unusual. The tunic has a narrow weft fringe 
at the bottom and embroidery along the 
selvedged neck slit and armholes. The tunic 
is likely from the south coast. 

Collector: I. M. Bolivar 
Year of acquisition: 1909
Bibliography: Published in: Montell, Gösta, 

1929, p. 195, fig 87. 
Schmidt, Max, 1929, Plate X.
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Museum number/ID-Nr.: V A 51536
Item: Tunic
Provenience: Ancon
Culture: Colonial, 1600-1800 AD
Size: 90 x 72 cm
Material/technique: The tunic is woven in 

two panels and has the warp vertical when 
worn. It is in plain weave 2S cotton and has 
cross-stitch embroidery in black and red silk. 
The black silk is almost gone because of the 
high content of metal salts in the mordant 
used when dyeing black, which causes 
deterioration of the fibers. 

The thread count of the weaving is 10 
warps x 13-14 wefts per cm. There was 
no cross-stitch embroidery in Peru before 
the conquest, so this tunic is a typical 
PreColumbian style design worked with 
imported technique and silk threads from the 
Colonial era.

Collector: Wilhelm Gretzer	
Year of acquisition: 1907
Bibliography: none

Museum number/ID-Nr.: V A 53035/36
Item: Bag
Provenience: Pachacamac
Culture: Colonial, 1550-1650 AD
Size: 22 x 20 cm
Material/technique: Both warp and weft 

of this tapestry-woven bag with butterfly 
designs are 2S camelid fiber. The thread 
count is 15 warps x 80 wefts per cm. The 
bag has horizontal warps when worn over 
the shoulder. The strap is in triple-cloth 
with edges in tubular weave, also with 
butterflies. The bag – its form, intact strap 
and brilliant colors – is in an excellent state 
of preservation.

Collector: Wilhelm Gretzer 
Year of acquisition: 1907
Bibliography: Published in: Kurella, Doris and 

Castro, Inés de, 2013, p. 252.
Phipps, Elena, et al., 2004, p. 147. 
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Museum number/ID-Nr.: V A 53037
Item: Tunic fragment
Provenience: Unknown
Culture: Inca/Colonial, AD 1500 – 1600 
Size: 88 x 34 cm
Material/technique: This very fine half tunic 

with diamond neck yoke with butterflies 
is made in 2S camelid fiber. The technique 
is tapestry and the warps are horizontal 
when worn. The thread count is 22 warps 
x 100 wefts per cm, and because of its 
fineness, the fiber could be vicuña. The 
side seam, in figure-8 stitching, is visible 
along the right edge in the photo as well 
as in a small fragment on the opposite 
side of the tunic.

Collector: Wilhelm Gretzer	
Year of acquisition: 1907
Bibliography: none



18—Colonial  235

Museum number/ID-Nr.: V A 19839
Item: Fragment with tocapu
Provenience: Chancay
Culture: Colonial, 1550-1650 AD
Size: 21 x 11,5 cm
Material/technique: A fragment of a band of two rows of tocapu with geometric and floral designs, woven in dovetailed 

and interlocked tapestry. The warp is 2S cotton, and the weft is 2S camelid fiber. The thread count is 15 warps x 44 
wefts per cm. The warp is horizontal in the photo, and the upper and lower edges are side selvedges.

Collector: Arthur Baessler	
Year of acquisition: 1900
Bibliography: none

Museum number/ID-Nr.: V A 65589
Item: Woman’s belt
Provenience: Unknown
Culture: Colonial, late, 1500-1600 AD
Size: 67,5 x 9,5 cm
Material/technique: A modified tocapu belt with designs of felines, birds and other geometric figures, woven in 2S 

camelid fiber. The technique is tapestry (interlocked joins and eccentric wefts), and the warp is horizontal in photo. The 
thread count is 7 warps x 30 wefts per cm. The edges are embroidered with cross-knit loop stitching, and the two cords 
are 8-strand square braids.

Collector: Martin & Ullman Artweave Textile Gallery
Year of acquisition: 1985
Bibliography: none
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Museum number/ID-Nr.:  
V A 65531

Item: Tocapu band
Provenience: unknown
Culture: Colonial, late,  

1500-1600 AD
Size: 64,5 x 12 cm
Material/technique: The tocapu 

band is in tapestry weaving with 
two rows of elaborate tocapu 
designs (made with interlocked 
joins and eccentric wefts). 
It is woven with 2S camelid 
fiber wefts. The piece is the 
center part (the waistband) of 
a one-panel, plain weave, 2S 
cotton tunic that had the warps 
oriented horizontally when worn. 
A fragment of the plain weave 
remains along the bottom edge 
of the photo. The thread count 
in the tapestry is 18 warps x 50 
wefts per cm. 

Collector: Unknown
Year of acquisition: Unknown
Bibliography: none
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Museum number/ID-Nr.: V A 29315
Item: Tocapu band
Provenience: Ica
Culture: Inca/Colonial, 1450-1600 AD
Size: 70,5 x 14 cm
Material/technique: This is a tocapu band from a plain weave 2S cotton tunic. Fragments of the monochrome tunic are 

still present around the tapestry-woven waistband. The wefts of the tocapu are 2S camelid fiber yarns. The thread count 
of the two-row tocapu section is 20 warps x 50-60 wefts per cm. The band is the center piece (waistband) of a tunic. The 
warp loops of the selvedge are chained along the sides, and the warp was horizontal when worn. The complex tocapu 
designs are woven in interlocked tapestry with eccentric wefts. The red zigzag embroidery (visible at the left of the 
photo) is from the side seam of the tunic. 

Collector: Wilhelm Gretzer	
Year of acquisition: 1907
Bibliography: none
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